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High quality teachers are the key to high quality schools, and IEA is working toward the day that every child in the state has the 

best teachers and education possible. IEA is more than a union; it is a professional organization committed to providing ongoing 

training, mentoring, and support for teachers and other school staff and advocating for policies such as smaller class sizes that 

will improve schools for students across Illinois.   

 

 

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL! 

 
Welcome back to another great school 

year! I hope you had an enjoyable summer 
and are ready to provide excellent educational 
opportunities for your students.  There have 
been  many changes in education this past 
year and many to look forward to as the 
school year progresses. This summer, IEA 
focused on interpreting Senate Bill 7 (SB7) 
and new requirements for yearly evaluations. 
These topics will be discussed during Region 
18 Presidents’ Roundtables this fall.  

The staff at Moline’s Regional Office 
are very helpful. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact UniServ Directors 
Jeff Conrad (18) or Deb Tuttle (17). So we 
might get to know our members better, Jeff 
and I are available to attend local meetings. 
Please let us know if there are any trainings or 
topics that we can help you with. 

 

Bonnie L. Lartz 
IEA Board of Directors 

Region 18 Chair 
309-797-2232 (home) 
bonnie.lartz@ieanea.org 

 
 

CORE CONFERENCES 
September 30 – October 1, CORE 

Conferences will be held in Chicago at the 
Marriot-Schaumberg, the Professional 
Development Center in Springfield, and the 
Keller Convention Center in Effingham.  The 
focus will be Advocacy, Bargaining and 
Professional Development, with electives offered 
on both days.  See www.ieanea.org for details 
and registration information.  This training is 
open to any IEA member. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 
If you should need information about your 

IEA membership, your rights and 
responsibilities as a school employee, would 
like to become more involved with your local 
association, or find yourself in a difficult 
situation, the following are your local 
presidents. 

Region 17: Abingdon, Melissa Roberts; 
AlWood, Susan Winters; Annawan, Ann Heller; 
Cambridge, Jennifer Johnson; Galesburg, Russ 
Ullrich; Geneseo, Jill De Pauw; Henry Stark 
SEA, Sue Saey; Kewanee, Donna Havelka; 
Knoxville, Mark Ericson; Mercer Co. EA, Stacey 
Day; Mercer Co. EEA, Candy Swank; Mercer 
Co. PEA, Sara Blaser; Mercer Co. TEA, Darla 
Dixon; Monmouth Roseville, Julie Williams; 
Orion, Rhonda Cox; ROWVA EA, Dale Grawe; 
ROWVA SEA, Angie Craig and Vicki Murdock; 
Sandburg, Tim Krause and Ray Martinez; 
Sherrard, Michael LeGate; United, Janice 
Nelson; and Wethersfield, Chris Kendall. 

Region 18: BHASED, Kathy Blade; BHC 
Police, Bill Collins; Colona, Nick Danek; Eagle 
Ridge, Val Schneider; East Moline, Kathy Bills 
and Tracy Greer; Erie EA, Jon Cooper; Erie TA, 
Joel Geisz; Moline EA, Ken Schneck; Moline 
ESPA, Colette Green and Diane Beauchamp; 
Riverdale ESA, Dawn Simmons; Riverdale TA, 
Gordon Fortney; Rock Island EA, Bob Smith; 
Rock Island ESPA, Kathy Lawhorn; Rockridge 
TA, Lorri Lund; Silvis, Mary Rossmiller; and 
United Township, Darla Austin. 

And, of course, your UniServ Directors Deb 
Tuttle (17) and Jeff Conrad (18). 

 
 

IEA ANNUAL CONVENTION 
The IEA Representative Assembly, or “RA” 

will be held March 15-17 in Rosemont.  The 
election process will begin in October; any IEA 
member may run for a delegate position.  Watch 
your local association announcements or talk 
with your local president about when 
nominations will begin 

 
 
 

mailto:bonnie.lartz@ieanea.org
http://www.ieanea.org/


 

ESP CORNER 
26th ANNUAL IEA-ESP CONFERENCE 

The 2011 Education Professionals 
Conference will be October 14-15 at the Oak 
Brook, IL Doubletree Inn.  Each local may send 
as many members as you wish for one $50 
registration fee.  There will be many valuable 
trainings and opportunities to meet members 
from all over the state.  Registration is due by 
September 24.  For complete information, go to 
www.ieanea.org and click “events” then the ESP 
Conference icon. 

 

START THE YEAR RIGHT 
     Need a little creative boost to get the year 
started?  Take some time and visit 
www.nea.org!  Click on the Tools and Ideas tab 
to access lesson plans, classroom management 
ideas, teaching strategies, tips for new teachers, 
advice and support from experts, plus FREE 
items for your classroom.   
     Keep yourself current by visiting the Issues 
and Action tab. The Grants and Events tab 
provides a listing of all the grants and awards 
available to educators, students, schools and 
communities.  A wide variety of educational 
calendars and events are also provided. 

 

WESTERN ILLINOIS RETIRED 
EDUCATORS (WIRE) 

A new scholarship program for all 
children/legal wards of IEA-NEA members in 
IEA Regions 17 & 18 is being established as a 
result of memorial money in the name of Tammy 
Smith. Tammy was a former Silvis special 
education teacher, Region 18 chairperson, and 
IEA Board and Executive Committee member. 
Tammy also served on the IEA Budget 
Committee and served on the State Certification 
Board. She died April 2, 2010 in an automobile 
accident in South Dakota while visiting her 
mother-in-law. 

When the scholarship is established, notice 
of the application process will be sent to all local 
presidents and regional council members for 
both regions, and appear in this regional 
newsletter. If you wish to send in a memorial 
for/or in honor of a family member, or IEA 
member to this fund, please send your request 
to WIRE (1530- 46

th
 Avenue Suite 1, Moline, 

Illinois 61265-7085) stating to whom it is in 
memory of and the amount to be donated. 

And finally, if you are considering retirement, 
or know of someone who is or already retired 
(former IEA member), please consider 
continuing your membership in WIRE. You will 
not regret making this decision.   Stew Adams 
(781-4889) 
 

 

 

NEA MEMBER BENEFITS 
The beginning of the school year is a good 

time to be sure your NEA Complimentary Life 
Insurance Policy (formerly Dues-Tab) has your 
correct information, including beneficiary. 

NEA MB has put together several resources 
on its Member Assistance page on 
www.NEAMB.com for those who have been 
RIF’d.  It includes a downloadable brochure with 
assistance options, as well as job search 
services, financial counseling, mortgage 
assistance programs, and other information.  
NEA MB will continue to update the page with 

new information. 
 

WRITING WEBSITE FULFILLS 
COMMON CORE STANDARDS 

Diane Owens, Orion school secretary, IEA-
NEA member and author of the middle-grade 
novel Swept Up, has created a website where 
students can showcase their writing online. The 
site fulfills several common core standards for 
4th-6th graders. Diane uses a step-by-step 
approach to guide students through the writing 
process. Students practice using built-in-
activities. They can post their writing on the site 
and comment on others’. Group projects allow 
different schools to work together. The site 
complies with the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act, is free, and does not require 
registration. All comments and posts are 
monitored. A list of the standards addressed is 
available on the site. Try it! 
http://allwritewithme.com.   Email 
dianeowens@allwritewithme.com regarding 
presentations for teachers and/or students 

 
ACTOR MATT DAMON - ON 
STANDARDIZED TESTING 

     “I don’t know where I would be today if my 
teachers’ job security was based on how I 
performed on some standardized test.  If their 
very survival as teachers was based on whether 
I actually fell in love with the process of learning 
but rather if I could fill in the right bubble on a 
test.  If they had to spend most of their time 
desperately drilling us and less time 
encouraging creativity and original ideas; less 
time knowing who we were, seeing our strengths 
and helping us realize our talents.  I honestly 
don’t know where I’d be today if that was the 
type of education I had.  I sure in the hell 
wouldn’t be here.  I do know that.” 
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Avenue, Suite 1, Moline, Illinois 61265;Deb Tuttle, UniServ 
Director Region 17; Jeff Conrad, UniServ Director Region 
18; Leslie Kahler,  Field Secretary.  Telephone: (309) or 
(800) 797-4126. 
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